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Welcome Back!   If the first month of school tells us anything 
it is this, hold on to your hat!  What we thought was going to be a 
smooth transition back to normal has been anything but.  Contact 
tracing, masks (to wear or not to wear), remote vs. no remote 
learning, have all been part of our daily conversations and routines.  For many, sum-
mer break blended into the first day of school.  Family get-togethers, summer geta-
ways, and sun soaked days never happened.  Instead, long hours were spent getting 
schools ready, making sure there were enough PPE supplies, engaging in parent com-
munication with regards to whether or not schools would be ready, what they 
would  look and feel like.  All of your efforts, at times, seem to go unnoticed but be-
lieve me they have not.  While things may seem unbalanced and different please know 
that our students, parents and community need our schools to be open.  Everyday, you 
give them—students, staff, and parents—hope and balance to their lives.  Our schools 
remain the foundation of our communities, and the heartbeat that keeps us moving 
forward.  

If there is anything that I have learned over the past thirty plus years in education is 
this, expect the unexpected and you’ll be fine.  When you hear student laughter in the 
hallways, cheering in the stands, singing in the auditorium, and yelling on the play-
ground please know that you are providing a safe place for kids to be kids.  When you 
see students having fun during recess, learning in person, socializing with their peers, 
playing kickball games you are cultivating healthy options for kids.  When you smell 
stinky locker rooms, hot lunches being prepared in the cafeteria, wood being cut in 
tech trades, learning is taking place.  When you receive high fives and fist bumps from 
students and hugs from the littles know that these gestures are their way of saying 
thank you for all that you are doing to make their school a little brighter each day. 
Celebrate these sights, sounds, and, yes, smells, that are happening in your school eve-
ryday because this is what will get you through the tough times.  

No one knows the efforts that you are putting in day in and day out more than your 
colleagues across the state.  To say we are in this together is an understatement, and 
while it might seem like a cliché, we take comfort in knowing that our support system 
(each other) is only a phone call away.  I encourage you to reach out to those around 
you to maybe just say hi or do a quick check-in with someone to make sure they are 
doing well.  Join us during one of the weekly grade level administrative check-ins that 
Holly hosts.  We will get back to the way life should be in our schools but it will take 
time, patience, and a whole lot of grit.  

MPA Fall Conference 

November 18-19, 2021 

~ Virtual Via WHOVA ~ 

Keynote Presentation 

Leading A Trauma-Sensitive School:  

Moving From Awareness to Readiness 

Thursday, November 18, 2021 

9:15-10:00—Welcome, Entertainment, 

and Professional Division Business 

Meeting 

10:15-11:45 a.m.—Keynote Presentation 

with Tom Hierck 

1:00-2:00 p.m.—Educator Leadership 

Experience:  Importance of Building the 

Bridge Between Schools and Businesses 

in Maine 

2:15-3:15 p.m.—Concurrent Session I 

Friday, November 19, 2021 

9:00-10:00 a.m.—Concurrent Session II 

10:15-11:15 a.m.—Concurrent Session 

III 

11:30-12:30 p.m.—Keynote Presentation 

with Commissioner Pender Makin,  

Update on the “State of Education” 

Click HERE to Register. 

https://mpaprof.org/event/mpa-2021-fall-conference/
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ED 596:  Innovative 

Leadership Course 

October 25, 2021 through  

March 4, 2022 

(Fall Season II—8 Week Asynchronous Course) 

Click HERE to Register and for more information. 

Great Beginnings Series For 

New and Nearly 

New School Administrators 

******************* 
October 29, 2021; January 28, 2022;  and 

April 8, 2022 

Click HERE to Register  
and for More Information. 

Neuroscience, Compassion, 

and the Impact on  

Safe Environment 

December 15, 2021 

1:30 — 3:00 p.m. 

Click HERE to Register and 

for more Information. 

How Are The Best Leaders 

the ‘Best’ Leaders? 

February 9, 2022 

1:30 —3:00 p.m. 

Click HERE to Register and 

for more information. 

W E B I N A RS  
(“Live and On-Demand for 1 Week Only”) 

with Adam Drummond 

 2021 MPA Fall Conference 
November 18-19, 2021 ~ Virtual Via WHOVA 

Thursday, November 18, 
2021 

Keynote Presentation 
“Leading A Trauma-Sensitive 

School:  Moving From A 
wareness to Readiness”  

with Tom Hierck 

Friday, November 19, 2021 
a.m.—Concurrent Sessions

p.m.—Pender Makin,
Commissioner of Education 

Click HERE to Register and for more information. 

“Students will be able to participate in 

a daylong, hands-on and experimental 

teaching environment, led by profession-

al faculty from the Thomas College 

School of Education, as well as partners 

from the Maine Department of Education 

and Maine Teachers of the Year.  Open 

to Maine high school sophomores, jun-

iors, and seniors, the Future Teachers 

Academy is for students who are interest-

ed in exploring the field of education. 

Students will be able to participate in a 

daylong, hands-on and experimental 

teaching environment, led by profession-

al faculty from the Thomas College 

School of Education, as well as partners 

from the Maine Department of Education 

and Maine Teachers of the Year.”  

Registration page:  
https://www.thomas.edu/future-academies 

Facebook event:   

https://fb.me/e/3Uop4QGna 

Future Teachers 

Academy  

“LIKE US” ON FACEBOOK!  

Click on the link below to go to our 

Facebook page:   

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Maine-Principals’Association

-Professional-Division/1703592959867688

Follow us on Twitter! 

Holly Couturier —@HCouturierMPA   

~ Mike Bisson—@MikeBissonMPA 

https://www.thomas.edu/future-academies
https://fb.me/e/3Uop4QGna
https://mpaprof.org/event/ed-596-innovative-leadership-course-fall-session-ii/
https://mpaprof.org/event/great-beginnings-an-orientation-for-new-school-administrators/2021-10-29/
https://mpaprof.org/event/neuroscience-compassion-and-the-impact-on-safe-environment/
https://mpaprof.org/event/how-are-the-best-leaders-the-best-leaders/
https://mpaprof.org/event/mpa-2021-fall-conference/
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Recognition Counts
Take advantage of the numerous opportunities for you to 

nominate an exemplary member of our educational community 

in Maine.  Commit a few moments to shine your light on excel-

lence. 

Larry LaBrie Award for Outstanding Contributions to the 

MPA Interscholastic Division  

Do you know an outstanding contributor to the Interscholas-

tic Division of the MPA as a building administrator, athletic 

administrator, or other person (i.e. site/meet director, coach, 

official, media, etc.)?  Each year the MPA honors up to three 

recipients to be honored with the Larry LaBrie Award at the 

Spring Conference Awards Banquet.  Click HERE. 

******************************************** 

Volunteer of the Year ~ Dr. Phyllis Deringis Service 

to Maine Youth Award  

Do you know an outstanding adult volunteer who is making 

a difference for students in your school, your district, or possi-

bly beyond?  Each year the MPA honors up to two awardees 

with the Dr. Phyllis Deringis Service to  Maine Youth Award at 

the Spring Conference Awards Banquet.  Click HERE. 

******************************************** 

2022 Secretary of the Year Award 

We all have them—the incredible people who know every 

student and parent in the school ~ the people who help keep the 

districts in order and organized ~ those who greet our students 

and communities and set the positive tone in our schools and 

districts—our AMAZING secretaries/administrative assistants. 

You can recognize their hard work and dedication by nominat-

ing them for the 2022 Secretary of the Year!  All nominees will 

be considered for this honorable recognition.  The Secretaries 

will be publicly announced at the Secretaries Conferences in 

April and then they will be honored at the MPA Spring Confer-

ence Awards Banquet.  Click HERE. 

******************************************** 

For more information please 

Contact Tammy McNear at tmcnear@mpa.cc 

Deadline for nominations and completed applications 

(as required) is February 1, 2022. 

COVID-19 Vaccine Education:  

Choices for Maine Schools and 

School Districts 

The US PIRG Education Fund and the Maine Chapter of the 
American Association of Pediatrics are working with Maine 
healthcare professionals, including pediatricians and school 
nurses, to promote accurate information about the COVID-19 
vaccines among students, staff, and families.  

As Maine schools return to in-person learning, school com-
munity members must have access to clear and accurate infor-
mation about the best ways to protect themselves and their com-
munity against COVID-19.  Not only are these measures neces-
sary in keeping school community members healthy, but also in 
keeping in-person learning safe and free from disruptions.  

Here are some ways we can assist you in educating your 
school community about the COVID-19 vaccines, and in doing 
so, have a safe and healthy school year (please email:  mdesfoss-
es@pirg.org to set up an event or meeting): 

Host a healthcare professional at a faculty meeting 
(suitable for K-12 schools): 

• Have one of our partnering healthcare professionals
from your community come to your school’s faculty
meeting to provide accurate information about the
COVID-19 vaccines and answer any questions faculty
members might have.

• Conversations with healthcare professionals are time
efficient and can be adapted to address the specific con-
cerns of your faculty members.

Invite a healthcare professional to a family conference 
(suitable for K-12 schools):  

• Have informational materials available for families to
read and take home.

• Invite a healthcare professional or school nurses to at-
tend family conferences, and be available for family
members to ask questions about the COVID-19 vac-
cines.

Join a community forum (suitable for K-12 schools): 

• Encourage families and faculty members to join one of
our monthly forums which discuss relevant information
and guidelines surrounding the COVID-19 vaccines.

• We plan to host a forum once the FDA approves vac-
cinating 5 to 11 year olds against COVID-19, which will
feature Maine pediatricians as they discuss the safety
and effectiveness of children receiving the COVID-19
vaccines.

Facilitate vaccine education in classrooms (suitable for 
middle and high schools):  

• Have a partnering healthcare professional attend a health
or science class and discuss educational information
about the COVID-19 vaccines, including how vaccines
work, and answer student questions.

• Have students in health and science classes view an edu-
cation based video featuring Maine healthcare profes-
sionals as they share accurate information about the
COVID-19 vaccines.

• Additionally, encourage health or science class teachers
to facilitate a discussion about the video with students.

Congratulations to Kim Sampietro, 

Principal of Dayton Elementary 

School on receiving the  

2020 National Distinguished Principal 

Award at the  

NAESP National Conference in  

Chicago in July, 2021. 

mailto:mdesfosses@pirg.org
mailto:mdesfosses@pirg.org
https://form.jotform.com/MainePrincipalsAssociation/mpa2022-larry-labrie-award--outstan
https://form.jotform.com/MainePrincipalsAssociation/2022-mpa-volunteer-of-the-year-dr-p
https://form.jotform.com/MainePrincipalsAssociation/mpa-2022-secretary-of-the-year-awar
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History of the Maine Principals’ Association  

(Maine Principals of Secondary Schools) - 1930’s 
OFFICERS 

Charles E. Taylor, President, Bangor High School, Bangor 

Ernest R. Woodbury, Vice-President, Thornton Academy, Saco 

Harrison C. Lyseth, Secretary-Treasurer, State Department of Edu-

cation, Augusta 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Percy F. Crane, Washington Academy, East Machias 

George E. Lord, Stephens High School, Rumford 

Joseph E. Blaisdell, Rockland High School, Rockland 

Carleton S. Fuller, Fort Fairfield High School, Fort Fairfield 

PURPOSE AND ACTIVITIES OF THE MAINE  

ASSOCIATION OF PRINCIPALS OF  

SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

The Maine Association of Principals of Secondary Schools has 

for its purpose the bringing of the principals of these schools into 

closer relations and the furnishing of a means whereby undertakings 

of common interest may be carried forward successfully.  The di-

rection of the athletic activities of the state is one of the more im-

portant of these undertakings but by no means the main objective in 

the work of the Association.  To make the Association of greatest 

success the membership and cooperation of all the principals of the 

state are needed.  The strength of the Association will be increased 

as the enrollment of men and women representing these schools is 

enlarged. 

The fee of two dollars ($2.00) per year includes membership in 

the Department of Secondary School Principals of the National 

Education Association and entitles each member to receive the val-

uable year-book containing the minutes and addresses at the nation-

al convention of secondary school principals. 

Provision has been made whereby a principal may be a member 

of the Association independent of the athletic relations of his 

school.  However, one of the main objectives is to secure the adop-

tion of the eligibility rules by the secondary schools of the state.  It 

is therefore highly desirable that every secondary school in the state 

take formal action in adopting the rules of the Association. 

The Executive Committee has prepared a model athletic contract 

blank and a model pupil’s transfer blank.  These blanks will be fur-

nished to Association members at the rate of fifty cents (50c) for 

each hundred copies.  A supply of them may be obtained at any 

time from the Secretary of the Principals’ Association.  Copies of 

the tabulation data procured from the “Personality Questionnaire” 

may be obtained from the Secretary without charge. 

ORGANIZATION AND HISTORY OF MAINE  

ASSOCIATION OF PRINCIPALS OF  

SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

At the Principals’ Conference called by the State Department of 

Education, held in Lewiston in March, 1921, a special meeting of 

the principals was called at the DeWitt Hotel.  This meeting took 

the form of an informal banquet with the following principals pre-

sent:  Barton, R.B., Cherryfield Academy; Blake, H.A., Dexter 

High School; Chaffee, T.C., Gardiner High School; Emmons, 

W.H., Portland High School; Harthorn, D.T., Coburn Classical In-

stitute; Jack, W.B., Portland High School; Moulton, L.E., Auburn 

High School; Perkins, E.V., Houlton High School; Phillips, C.C., 

Strong High School; Preble, C.S., Old Town High School; Pierce, 

F.A., Lewiston High School; Quimby, C.P., Augusta High School; 

Small, E.L., Newport High School; Taylor, J.W., State Dept. of 

Education; Wilson, C.D., Bath High School; and Wing, W.E., 

Deering High School, Portland. 

Principal William E. Wing of Deering High School, Portland, 

was made temporary chairman and Principal C.P. Quimby of Cony 

High School, Augusta, temporary secretary.  A discussion included 

remarks from Principal Wing, Mr. J.W. Taylor of the State Depart-

ment and others.  It was voted to make the organization a perma-

nent one and the following officers were elected:  President, Wm. 

E. Wing; Vice President, William B. Jack; and Secretary, Clarence 

P. Quimby. 

The above officers were authorized to draw up and present at 

the next meeting, a constitution for the Maine Association of Prin-

cipals of Secondary Schools. 

It was suggested that this assembly had power to reorganize 

Maine interscholastic athletic eligibility rules, and to cooperate 

with Maine Interscholastic Athletic Council in order to supervise 

the athletics of the Maine secondary schools. 

On October 28, 1921, the first formal meeting of the organiza-

tion was held in the Falmouth Hotel at a banquet session.  The first 

constitution and by-laws were presented and duly accepted.  The 

Association has grown rapidly in numbers and diversity of efforts 

since these early meetings.  The presidents were: 

Prin. Wm. E. Wing, Deering H.S.—1921-22 

Prin. C.B. Haskell, So. Port. H.S.—1922-23 

Prin. C.W. Proctor, Bangor H.S.—1923-24 

Prin. L.E. Moulton, Auburn H.S.—1924-25 

Prin. Chas. C. Shaw, Gorham H.S.—1925-26 

Prin. G.C. Purington, Sanford H.S.—1926-27 

Prin. P.S. Turner, Skowhegan H.S.—1927-28 

Prin. E.V. Perkins, Augusta H.S.—1928-29 

Prin. Chas. E. Taylor, Bangor H.S.—1929-30 

Prin. Ernest R. Woodbury, Thornton Academy—1930-31  

Prin. Charles L. Smith, Orono H.S.—1931-32 

Prin. Arthur W. Lowe, Portland H.S.—1932-33 

Prin. George E. Beal, So. Portland H.S.—1933-34 

Prin. Clyde E. Russell, Winslow H.S.—1934-35 

Prin. Milton B. Lambert, Houlton H.S.—1935-36 

Prin. Frank G. Stone, Foxcroft Academy—1936-37 

Prin. Milton A. Philbrook, Westbrook H.S.—1937-38 

Prin. Orlando C. Woodman—1938-39 

Prin. Loring R. Additon—1939-40 

In recent years, the Association has endeavored to be of even 

greater service to the schools of the state by widening its activities.  

Surveys and studies of considerable importance have been made by 

committees from the Association, not only in the field of athletics, 

but also in guidance and administration.  Furthermore, the Associa-

tion at present sponsors the Lydia O. (Hamlin) Spear Prize Speak-

ing Contest which is held at the time of the May meeting.  This is a 

state-wide contest and worthy of the efforts of the Association. 
The Association, through its various activities, is a valuable 

organization for the secondary school principal.  Through its spon-

sorship of good, sportsmanlike athletics and the development of 

cordial athletic relations in the schools of Maine this organization 

has grown in size and usefulness. 

Click HERE for 1932 Principals of Secondary Schools Confer-

ence Program.  Click HERE for 1930 Maine Association of Prin-

cipals Constitution. 

https://mpaprof.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/1932-Principals-of-Sec-Schools-Conference-Program.pdf
https://mpaprof.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/1930-Maine-Assoc-of-Principals-Constitution.pdf


Dear Project Unite Pilot School Applicant: 

 

I am excited to invite your school’s safety team to participate in an integrated program for school violence prevention called 

Project Unite, sponsored by NASRO and funded through a granted issued by the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Commu-

nity Oriented Policing Services. NASRO has partnered with the University of Colorado–Boulder’s Center for the Study and Pre-

vention of Violence, the I Love U Guys Foundation, Safe and Sound Schools and the National Police Foundation to develop Pro-

ject Unite. 

 

We are currently seeking 25 to 30 high schools/schools with high school students to attend a pilot training, where multidisci-

plinary school safety teams will learn how to implement four integrated strategies for school violence prevention (e.g., climate 

and culture, bystander reporting and response, information sharing, and behavioral threat and suicide risk assessment and man-

agement). 

 

Selected pilot schools will: 

• receive training on Project Unite through an in-person, two-day workshop conducted by school safety experts at 

no cost (schools will be responsible for travel costs); 

• participate in an introductory one-hour webinar, which will include a no-cost security assessment; provide feed-

back about the training; 

• work to implement/enhance at least one violence prevention initiative in the spring 2022 semester; and receive 

technical assistance on violence prevention strategies. 

 

Pilot teams will attend one of the following pilot training events: 

 Northern Virginia Community College, Alexandria, VA - January 11-12, 2022                                               

  (hosted by the VA Center for School and Campus Safety) 

 Douglas County Fairgrounds & Event Center, Castle Rock, CO – January 25-26, 2022  

  (hosted by the Douglas County School District and Sheriff’s Office) 

 

To qualify, one school administrator and one school resource officer/law enforcement officer must attend the training, and up 

to three additional staff responsible for school safety, e.g., guidance counselor, social worker, school nurse, may also attend.  

While we recognize the ongoing challenges schools face related to Covid-19, acts of violence also continue to plague school 

communities; therefore, the need to pilot and then disseminate Project Unite nationwide is pressing.  We would love for you to 

apply to become a pilot school for this very important project. 

 

The application may be accessed on the NASRO website via this link: https://www.nasro.org/projectunite   and must 

be submitted by October 31, 2021. Pilot teams will be selected by November 15, 2021, and all applicants will be notified of the 

status of their application by November 19, 2021. Thank you in advance for your interest and application. Should you have ques-

tions or desire more information, please contact Donna Lefebvre at donna.lefebvre@nasro.org or 205-739-6067. 

 

Sincerely, 

  
James “Mo” Canady  

Executive Director, NASRO, Inc. 
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Click HERE for more 
information on upcoming 
trainings.

https://countmeinmaine.org/newsite/attend-upcoming-trainings/
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Click HERE to go to JMG.org

Click HERE for Applications.

https://www.jmg.org/models-strategic-initiatives/cast-vision-designing-maines-model
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScraHQtNgh43SX82wkvjX61Z20CcWESGiyWXUUkSuDzIGXSEg/viewform
https://jmg.org/


MPA Professional Development In Your School 

Fort Fairfield  

Middle/ High 

School 

 

October 6, 2021 
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Click HERE to visit website. 

Continued on Page 5 
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Click HERE. 

Click HERE. 
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https://www.concentricbyginkgo.com/baltimore/
https://www.concentricbyginkgo.com/#salem


Click HERE to go to catalog. 
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https://www.husseyseating.com/find-a-dealer?utm_source=mpa&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=safety&utm_content=mpa_newsletter



