THE MAINE APPRISE
A Publication of the Maine Principals' Association
Volume XXX, Number 4

December 2021

From the President . . .
Paula Callan, Principal, Messalonskee High School
and President of the MPA
****************************

This is the time of year when we look back to all that has
happened over the past 12 months and make our annual resolutions as we move forward into the new year. While it would be
easy to throw our hands up and say nothing good happened in
2021, I would challenge that statement, and ask you to reflect
on all the good that you have observed in your schools. I would
also ask you to reflect on the unwavering leadership that you
have provided at your school communities.
As I am observing our chorus rehearsing one of their holiday
pieces, I am reminded of how lucky we are to work in a profession where magic occurs every day! The voices of innocence
ring out, whether it be on the playground, in the hallways, classrooms, or music rooms. What a joy it is to hear the laughter,
chatter, and song. As building administrators, we are so grateful for the teachers who come to work each day with compassion to support our emotionally fragile students, with the flexibility to adapt their lessons because another student is having to
quarantine, and with grace as they face the daily challenges of
trying to teach this year.
It is also important to recognize that all who work in our
schools should be considered essential workers. From the cafe-

teria staff, bus drivers, school nurses, administrative assistants,
and school counselors, there isn’t a day that goes by when one
of them has had to alter their plans to fill in because we find
ourselves short staffed. Each day gives us a new challenge and
our “go-to” team is always there to lend a helping hand without
question.
As we look, with anticipation, to 2022 I wish you all the
comfort and joy that each of you is so very deserving of. Be
proud of your accomplishments, big and small. Do not vacillate on the “what if’s”. Over the past year and a half you have
had to make decisions to move your schools forward that you
may have not even considered under different circumstances.
These were tough decisions that cost you many sleepless
nights, increased stress as well as self-doubt. You all are being
applauded for the work that you have done to ensure that your
schools remain open every day, for every student.
May the New Year bring you and your family good health
and cheer.
Celebrate all that is good and know that as always your
school communities say THANK YOU!

Patty Newman

Tammy McNear

from the MPA Staff!

Note to
Non-Members
Non-Members are receiving The
Maine Apprise in October, November,
and December compliments of the
Maine Principals’ Association. Member benefits are described on our website. Click HERE for direct link to
Member Benefits and form.
If you would like to receive this
newsletter and other member benefits,
please contact Patty Newman at the
MPA office at 622-0217, ext. 130 or at
mpa@mpa.cc to join your professional
association!
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Phillip Rossetti Named Maine’s
NASSP Assistant Principal of the Year
The Maine Principals’ Association (MPA) is
pleased to announce
that
Phillip Rossetti,
Assistant Principal of Windham
High
School,
has been named Maine’s NASSP Assistant Principal of the Year. He will be
honored by the MPA at its annual awards
banquet at the Spring Conference on
April 28, 2022, at the Samoset Resort in
Rockport, Maine.
Mr. Rossetti has received this award
based on
strong
commitment for
connecting the
community with
the
school.
His leadership
style is authentic, and he prides himself
on building relationships with students,
staff, and the community at large. One of
his priorities is ensuring that all students
at Windham High School receive an education that is equitable and challenging.
In announcing Mr. Rossetti’s selection as 2022 Maine’s NASSP Assistant

Principal of the Year, MPA Executive
Director, Dr. Holly Blair, noted, “The
MPA is pleased to recognize Phillip
Rossetti as the MPA/NASSP Assistant
Principal of the Year. He is a sincere
and genuine assistant principal. He is a
strong advocate for restorative justice
and works closely with staff to engage
outside experts in order to best meet the
needs of all students. His ability to provide students with leadership opportunities makes him exceptionally respected
by the Windham High School community.”
Mr. Rossetti earned his Bachelor of
Science Degree in Education from
Plymouth State College in 1996 and
then graduated with his Masters in Educational Leadership from St. Joseph’s
College in 2017.
Mr. Rossetti started his educational
career as a
social studies teacher
at Windham
High
School in
1996.
In
2015, Mr.
Rossetti
became the
Assistant
Principal of South Portland High School
before returning to Windham High
School in 2016 where he continues to
serve as Assistant Principal.

A Special Thank
You To Our
Sponsors /Exhibitors
Thank you to all of our sponsors
and exhibitors for making the MPA
“Virtual” Fall Conference on November 18-19, 2021 possible.

GOLD SPONSOR

SILVER SPONSORS

FranklinCovey | EDUCATION

EXHIBITORS
Creative Office Pavilion/
Herman Miller

of Maine

PLEASE NOTE:
Holly Blair’s (formerly Couturier)
new e-mail address is:
hblair@mpa.cc

Scholastic Education
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35th Annual Seminar for School and District
Secretaries, Special Education Secretaries,
and Administrative Assistants

WEBINAR
(“Live and On-Demand for 1 Week Only”)

with Adam Drummond
How Are The Best Leaders The ‘Best’ Leaders?
February 9, 2022
1:30 —3:00 p.m.

April 5, 2022

April 6, 2022

Hilton Garden Inn, Bangor

Double Tree by Hilton,
So. Portland

Maine School Law for School Secretaries
with Drummond Woodsum

Click HERE to Register and
for more information.

MORE INFORMATION TO FOLLOW.

SAVE THE DATES

MPA Spring Conference

NOTICE

“The Game-Winning 3”: Making It Count
with Dave Davlin

2022 Maine NHS Annual State
Convention and Banquet

April 28 and 29, 2022 ~ Samoset Resort, Rockport

Banquet: March 14, 2022 ~ Jeff’s Catering, Brewer
Convention: March 15, 2022 ~ UMO

Opening Keynote: “The Game-Winning 3” - Making It
Count . . . In Business and In Life

Cost: $45.00/person for Banquet and Convention

Workshop: “Game-Plan”

$35.00/person for Convention only or
$22.00/person for banquet only.

Ending Keynote: “Rebound” - Finding Victory At The
End of the Madness

Complete registration packets will be available
online in January.

Click HERE for more information
and to register.

If you have any questions, please contact Holly Blair, Executive Director | Professional Division, MPA, hblair@mpa.cc.

Child Tax Credit Toolkit

2022 Student Council State Conference
May 18, 2022 ~ UMO / Approximate Cost: $35.00
Complete registration packets will be available
online in February.

Follow us on Twitter!
Holly Blair —@HollyBlairMPA
Mike Bisson—@MikeBissonMPA

“LIKE US” ON FACEBOOK!
Click on the link below to go to our
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/MainePrincipals’Association-ProfessionalDivision/1703592959867688

Please click on the link below for
more information on the Child Tax
Credit: A Kit for Schools.
This resource kit is for teachers,
school and district administration,
counselors, and any other school partners or educators that have touch
points with low-income families.
Click HERE for more information.
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Recognition Counts
Take advantage of the numerous opportunities for you to
nominate an exemplary member of our educational community
in Maine. Commit a few moments to shine your light on excellence.
Larry LaBrie Award for Outstanding Contributions to the
MPA Interscholastic Division
Do you know an outstanding contributor to the Interscholastic Division of the MPA as a building administrator, athletic
administrator, or other person (i.e. site/meet director, coach,
official, media, etc.)? Each year the MPA honors up to three
recipients to be honored with the Larry LaBrie Award at the
Spring Conference Awards Banquet. Click HERE.

Jackson Laboratory Programs
Maine State Science Fair—An exciting opportunity for
Maine high school students to pursue their interest in science
and present results of their projects to fellow students.
Click HERE for more information.

Virtual TtGG: ACE and Winning the Race—The Teaching
the Genome Generation professional development program is
for high school teachers and you will learn how to implement
the Teaching the Genome Generation curriculum regarding variation in the ACE gene.
Click HERE for more information and to enroll.

********************************************
Volunteer of the Year ~ Dr. Phyllis Deringis Service
to Maine Youth Award
Do you know an outstanding adult volunteer who is making
a difference for students in your school, your district, or possibly beyond? Each year the MPA honors up to two awardees
with the Dr. Phyllis Deringis Service to Maine Youth Award at
the Spring Conference Awards Banquet. Click HERE.

TtGG In-Person Professional Development (Summer 2022
Details to come)—Teaching the Genome Generation is designed
to provide high school teachers the content knowledge, teaching
strategies, and resources needed to enhance student learning in
genetics, genomics, and personalized medicine.
Click HERE for more information.

********************************************
2022 Secretary of the Year Award
We all have them—the incredible people who know every
student and parent in the school ~ the people who help keep the
districts in order and organized ~ those who greet our students
and communities and set the positive tone in our schools and
districts—our AMAZING secretaries/administrative assistants.
You can recognize their hard work and dedication by nominating them for the 2022 Secretary of the Year! All nominees will
be considered for this honorable recognition.
The Secretaries will be publicly announced at the Secretaries
Conferences in April and then they will be honored at the MPA
Spring Conference Awards Banquet. Click HERE.
********************************************

Professional Reading Suggestions
Feedback That Works: How to Build and
Deliver Your Message (2000) by Sloan R.
Weitzel

High Flyers: Developing the Next Generation of Leaders (1998) by Morgan W.
McCall, Jr.

For more information please
Contact Tammy McNear at tmcnear@mpa.cc
Deadline for nominations and completed applications
(as required) is February 1, 2022.

Leadership from the Inside Out:
Becoming A Leader for Life (2017),
by Kevin Cashman
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How well is the impact of early literacy on
student success understood by your administration? Are principals having the right data conversations? Is your team aligned on how to use and
monitor this data to drive classroom instruction?
Build principal leadership to create alignment,
accountability
and
collaboration
throughout school teams.

Monday, January 17, 2022 ~ 12:00 pm.

Join us as we discuss the leadership skills that
empower principals to drive change and transition
to a student-centric and collaborative culture in
their schools. (Click HERE for more information
and Registration Form.)

SAVE THE DATE:
4th Annual Leadership Summit
For Middle School Students
Tuesday, May 17, 2022
8:30 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
University of New England, Biddeford
We are excited to announce the date for the 4th Annual Leadership Summit for Middle School Students. In
2019 we had more than 225 students attend from 16 different middle schools!
This is an opportunity for middle school students to learn new skills and practice communication among
peers. One of the best parts of the Summit is students working together with students from other middle
schools. Students will leave with a newfound courage and confidence to speak up about important issues kids
face, as well as the ability to lead their peers in making positive changes in their community.
This year’s theme and focus is Building Middle School Leaders - One Step At A Time. We believe ALL students can be leaders and make a difference in their schools.
Registration Process: On February 1, 2022 a registration form will be sent out to all middle schools in
Maine. To secure a spot for your school, please complete this form including the names of the students who are
attending, along with the payment. Remember this event sold out last year, so please be ready to register early.
The cost is only $12 per student with no charge for advisor/chaperone. This covers the cost of materials and
lunch.
Any questions, please contact Jennifer Vitiello, Assistant Principal, Biddeford Middle School at
jvitiello@biddefordschools.me or (207) 391-6850.
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History of the Maine Principals’ Association
(Maine Principals of Secondary Schools) ~ 1950’s
This year marks the centennial of the Maine Principals’ Association. Although there have been several name changes
and mergers over the past 100 years, it is our pleasure to share with you some of the original documents from each decade.
Past Presidents of the 1950’s:
1949 – 1950 William A. Macomber, Cony High School, Augusta
1950 – 1951 Carleton L. Wiggin, Deering High School, Portland
1951 – 1952 Donald V. Atwater, Limestone High School
1952 – 1953 Winfred A. Kelley, Lawrence High School, Fairfield
1953 – 1954 Daniel F. Mahoney, South Portland High School
1954 – 1955 Dana M. Simmons, Stevens High School, Rumford
1955 – 1956 Roy M. Hayes, Stearns High School, Millinocket
1956 – 1957 John K. Schroeder, York High School
1957 – 1958 Durward S. Heal, Schenck High School, East Millinocket
1958 – 1959 Horace A. Croxford, Bar Harbor High School
1959 – 1960 Guy E. Rowe, Norway High School
Please click on the following links to view the following documents. Enjoy walking through history with us!
Maine Association of Principals of Secondary Schools—Constitution and Interscholastic Eligibility Rules, 1950

Second Annual Educational Conference of Maine Secondary and Post-Secondary Schools, University of Maine,
The University Library, Orono, March 28, 1953

Statistical Summary, 1958-1959

The Thirteenth Annual State Science Fair & Congress, Bowdoin College, Brunswick, April 4, 1959
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Click HERE for more information - LeaderinMe
Click HERE for more information - Franklin Covey
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Click HERE for more information.

