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What’s Your Story??? 

Educators do many things well, but 

as a profession we do not do a par-

ticularly good job of recognizing the exceptional things 

that we do in our schools and communities around the na-

tion.  This is something that must change—we must put 

more effort into choosing the narrative that we share about 

our schools and that our communities hear.  How can we 

do this?  It all starts with recognizing the exceptional lead-

ers that we have in all our schools. 

The MPA recognizes the incredible things going on in 

all Maine schools.  We consistently ask for stories from 

school building leaders along with a picture of the event to 

share on our website and on social media.  This simple act 

takes the building leader less than 10 minutes to write and 

send to us, and it takes about 10 minutes for us at the 

MPA to post the great story acknowledging the school for 

the “Positive Story of the Day” on the www.mpaprof.org 

website; on Facebook at MPA – Professional Division; on 

Twitter and Instagram @hollyblairmpa.   

When these stories are shared, the school community 

takes tremendous pride in such recognition.  Since our 

association first started this program two years ago, many 

schools have reached out to us and shared the incredible 

things going on in their school communities.  No longer 

do the emails we receive for it start with, “I don’t know if 

this is what you are looking for,” or “You can use this if 

you think it is good enough.”  Instead, we now tend to get 

emails that say:  “I really hope you choose our school be-

cause this was a meaningful and impactful activity,” and 

“Look at the learning taking place!” 

We Can Change the Narrative 

Great things take place when great administrators share 

stories about their leadership in their buildings. The Posi-

tive Story of the Day demonstrates the amazing things 

taking place throughout the state and how we are recog-

nizing building principals for their work.  

Our schools face a pivotal moment in the recruitment 

and retention of classroom teachers and school leaders. 

Let us continue to spread the word about the excellent 

leadership that is in our schools.  By doing so, we can 

ultimately change the narrative of public education and 

show how desirable a position the principalship truly is. 

If we do not tell the stories of our incredible leaders, 

then someone else is going to tell these stories—and 

chances are they won’t be nearly as compelling as the 

stories we tell in our own words.  It is time for us to tell 

the stories of our great schools and our great school lead-

ers.  As we move into another new year, our schools need 

the power of our voices, and they need to be recognized 

every single day. 

What’s your story? 

Click HERE to submit Your Positive Story of the 

Day! 
~ Taken in part from the “What’s Your Story: Recognizing 

school leaders to leverage the profession” by Holly Blair.  

NASSP’s Principal Leadership Magazine, December 2022. 

“LIKE US” ON FACEBOOK!   

Click on the link below to go to our Facebook page:   

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Maine-Principals’Association-Professional-

Division/1703592959867688 

************************ 

Follow us on Twitter!  

Holly Blair  ~ @HollyBlairMPA  

Mike Bisson ~ @MikeBissonMPA 

 
FREE:  Job Vacancies Posting on the  

MPA Professional Webpage 

The MPA is listing job postings for administrative posi-

tions (principal, assistant principal, dean of students, CTE di-

rectors, etc.) on the www.mpaprof.org website AT NO COST 

TO SCHOOL DISTRICTS!  The only thing we will need is 

the title of the position, your district name, the date the appli-

cation closes if you have one, and the link that will take poten-

tial applicants to YOUR site.  Please email your job opening to 

Tammy at tmcnear@mpa.cc.   

http://www.mpaprof.org
https://form.jotform.com/MainePrincipalsAssociation/calling-all-positive-stories
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Preparing for Retirement 

“LIVE AND ON-DEMAND” 

 

Friday, January 13, 2023 

9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

W E B I N A R 

Saying No:  why we don’t.   

why we should, and how we 

can 

Wednesday,  

January 18, 2023 

3:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m. EST 

Cost:  $40/person Click HERE for 

More Information 

and to Register. 

Click HERE 

for More  

Information and  

to Register. 

MPA Spring Conference 

“Lead from Where 

You Are” 

with Dr. Joe Sanfelippo 

April 26-28, 2023 

Samoset Resort 

Click HERE for More Information and to Register. 

MPA and MADSEC Administrative  

Assistant and Secretaries’ Conference  

“I SEE YOU!” 

Keynote Speaker:  Julie Lee 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Tuesday, April 4, 2023  

Hilton Garden Inn, Bangor 

Wednesday, April 5, 2023  

Doubletree, South Portland 

Click HERE for More Information and to Register. 

Recognition Counts 

Dr. Sholda Ezeokoli 

Larry LaBrie Award for Outstanding Contributions 

to the MPA Interscholastic Division  
Do you know an outstanding contributor to the Interscholas-

tic Division of the MPA as a building administrator, athletic 

administrator, or other person (i.e. site/meet director, coach, 

official, media, etc.)?  Each year the MPA honors up to three 

recipients to be honored with the Larry LaBrie Award at the 

Spring Conference Awards Banquet.  Click HERE. 

 

Volunteer of the Year ~ Dr. Phyllis Deringis  

Service to Maine Youth Award  
Do you know an outstanding adult volunteer who is making 

a difference for students in your school, your district, or possi-

bly beyond?  Each year the MPA honors up to two awardees 

with the Dr. Phyllis Deringis Service to  Maine Youth Award at 

the Spring Conference Awards Banquet.  Click HERE. 

2023 Secretary of the Year Award  
We all have them—the incredible people who know every 

student and parent in the school ~ the people who help keep the 

districts in order and organized ~ those who greet our students 

and communities and set the positive tone in our schools and 

districts—our AMAZING secretaries/administrative assistants.  

You can recognize their hard work and dedication by nominat-

ing them for the 2023 Secretary of the Year!  All nominees will 

be considered for this honorable recognition.  The Secretaries 

will be publicly announced at the Secretaries Conferences in 

April and then they will be honored at the MPA Spring Confer-

ence Awards Banquet.  Click HERE. 
 

******************************************** 

For more information please Contact Tammy McNear  

at tmcnear@mpa.cc.  Deadline for nominations and completed  

applications (as required) is January 30, 2023. 

Take advantage of the numerous opportunities for you to nominate an exemplary member of our educational community in 

Maine.  Commit a few moments to shine your light on excellence. 

https://mpaprof.org/event/preparing-for-retirement-what-you-need-to-know-live-and-on-demand/
https://mpaprof.org/event/saying-no-why-we-dont-why-we-should-and-how-we-can-with-dr-shola-ezeokoli/
https://mpaprof.org/event/mpa-and-madsec-administrative-assistant-and-secretaries-conference-i-see-you/
https://mpaprof.org/event/2023-mpa-spring-conference/
https://form.jotform.com/MainePrincipalsAssociation/mpa2023-larry-labrie-award--outstan
https://form.jotform.com/MainePrincipalsAssociation/2023-mpa-volunteer-of-the-year-dr-p
https://form.jotform.com/MainePrincipalsAssociation/mpa-2023-secretary-of-the-year-awar
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~ MPA Photo Album ~ 

Mentor/Coach and Protégés Meetings 

Year 2 ~ December 15, 2022 

Year 1 ~ December 19, 2022 

Mentors 
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Mentors 

And  

Proteges  
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Click HERE 
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www.noveleffect.com

https://noveleffect.com/quote/
https://noveleffect.com/
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